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Truck driver in van accident released
By Andrew neel

Co-Editor in Chief
Robert Spencer, the truck driver
convicted on ﬁve reckless homicide
charges in the Taylor van accident
on April 26, 2006, was released from
prison on August 29.
Spencer will serve the remainder of
his sentence, given in August 2007, on
probation.
“I know I’ll have to deal with this the
rest of my life,” Spencer said at his sentencing hearing, according to WTHR.
com.
The daughters of Monica Felver, the

BY BRENT CLOUSE
CONTRIBUTOR
It was no ordinary Welcome Weekend for Bergwall’s second ﬂoor when
new students found their rooms already occupied.
The bedbugs were discovered just
two days before the freshmen moved
into the dorm, and exterminators from
Indiana Pest Control, Inc. arrived the
next day.
Upperclassmen stayed temporarily
in the Fairlane apartments while the
freshmen and transfer students lived
in the non-infected dorm rooms.
“It was a little frustrating,” said
sophomore Matt Rasband. “We didn’t
get to hang out with the new freshmen.”
Freshman Brady Schaar said his ﬁrst
few days on campus were a little crazy.
“We felt like we were in limbo for a
while when we searched our rooms for
bugs,” Schaar said. “You didn’t know
you had them until it was too late.”

By Benita Lee
News Editor

It may not be as conspicuous as the
Bergwall covered bridge, but Taylor
underwent an important change this
summer.
This year, Taylor welcomes a new
academic school structure that brings
three new administrators to Taylor.
The deans in this redesigned structure are: Thomas Jones, dean of the
School of Liberal Arts; Connie Lightfoot, founding dean of Taylor’s School
of Professional and Graduate Studies;
Mark Biermann, dean of the School of
Natural Sciences; and Chris Bennett,
Associate Provost and dean of International Programs.
Jones has been a member of Tay-

BY ANDREW NEEL
CO-EDITOR IN CHIEF
When Facebook was ﬁrst launched
over four years ago, it marked the beginning of a dramatic change in the
realm of online communication.
Now, the popular social networking
Web site is forcing Taylor’s Information Technology department to makes
changes of its own.
Rob Linehan, Taylor’s Chief Information Ofﬁcer, said the campus network lost its connection to the Internet
several times last week and this week.
This crash was caused because the net-

News

duce the chances of a person being
weary,” he said. “If he had followed
the law ... I don’t think this would have
happened.”
Luttrull said that his heart goes out
to the Taylor community and that no
amount of time Spencer could have
served could have made up for the loss
of life that resulted from the accident.
“Even those of us without close ties
to the victims or the families will never
forget them,” he said. “I still, to this
day, marvel about what (the victims)
accomplished in really short lives. I
pray that those who are still mourning
will be comforted.”

staff member who was killed in the accident, said in a statement that Spencer’s release was earlier than it should
have been.
“(Spencer) sentenced all of the victim’s families to a lifetime of hurt,
loneliness and complete loss,” said
the statement released to the Hartford
City News-Times on August 28.
Colleen Cerak, mother of Whitney
Cerak, the Taylor student who was
injured in the accident and involved
in the case of mistaken identity that
propelled the story to national prominence, said her family harbors no bitterness towards Spencer.

“We are glad that he’s able to be
back with his family. We know that it
was just an accident,” she said. “And
our prayers always still go to the other
families. This is obviously something
that they’ll be dealing with … missing
their children, and we continue to pray
for them every day.”
According to a statement issued by
Taylor, the University does not have a
comment on Spencer’s release, other
than to keep the families of the victims
in prayer.
Grant County Prosecutor James
Luttrull, Jr. said Spencer’s sentencing
was a complex issue for the court.

“The judge had to consider – not
only the loss of life – but what were the
defendant’s intentions, actions and
prior record,” Luttrull said. “He had no
intent to hurt anyone. He was trying
to get his load to Ft. Wayne on time.
What he did do was consciously and
intentionally disregard the rest laws
for his profession. I believe he needed
to be held accountable for that.”
Luttrull said the fact that Spencer,
who was not speeding or driving under the inﬂuence of any substance, was
sentenced to prison, did, in fact, send
a message.
“Those (rest laws) are there to re-

Mike Nafziger, a P.A on Second
Bergwall, said the hardest part of the
situation was explaining what was
happening to the freshmen’s moms.
“A lot of them freaked out when they
heard their students’ dorm rooms had
bedbugs,” Nafziger said.
Luckily for the mothers (and the
students), the situation is now under
control.
According to Wikipedia (Carrisa ﬁnd a good source for this), bedbugs
are nocturnal insects that live off the
blood of humans and other warmblooded hosts. They are reddishbrown, oval-shaped, roughly a quarter
of an inch long, and usually live along
mattress linings and pillow cases.
Characteristically, bedbug bites occur in a pattern of three bites in a row,
each one resembling a red, upraised
bump. The bites are painless and have
the tendency to itch like poison ivy.
Similarly, poison ivy medication such
as calamine lotion is the best way to

heal the bites and stop the itching.
The process of ridding the rooms of
bedbugs is a long one and includes the
use of both pesticide spray and a sticky
material that resembles ﬂy paper. In
addition, plenty of time is spent in the
laundry room washing everything.
“It was a little crazy with all the laundry piled up in the lounge,” Nafziger
said.
Unfortunately, bed bugs travel fast
and multiply like rabbits. If they aren’t
all exterminated at once, the process
must be repeated over and over.
“We even had to throw away someone’s sofa just to make sure we got
them all out,” Rasband said. “It’s deﬁnitely been an interesting ﬁrst week.”
“It’s just really hard to make sure
you’ve got them all out before you
move back in,” Nafziger said. “Now we
can’t help but feel a little itchy every
time we go to bed – I think our minds
are playing tricks on us.”

Senior Patrick Gray moves books back into his room on August 29.

lor’s faculty since 1988. He supports
the change to the school structure and
said it was efﬁcient and beneﬁcial to
both students and faculty. Jones’ role
has changed from the dean of Arts and
Sciences to being more focused on the
arts, humanities and social science.
“Each of the deans is responsible
for providing leadership and oversight
in our schools,” Jones said. “We work
with the department chairs in all areas
that relate to curriculum and personnel.”
Jones said that a major result of the
change to school structure is that department chairs no longer report to an
associate dean.
“They report directly to a school
dean. We’ve eliminated that middle
layer of administration oversight,” he

said.
Jones said this change allows for an
increase in efﬁciency, as more decisions and changes affecting the curriculum can be made at the department
level.
This redesign of academic structure
also affected Bennett, another longtime faculty member.
Bennett became a part of the Taylor
faculty in 1988 and has gained numerous recognitions in international business since then. Bennett said there will
be “no change in the day-to-day operation” for students and faculty because
of the redesigned school structure. But
if they have questions or grievances,
they would “have quicker access to a
higher level decision-maker in the university.”

“Our logic is that we are now putting decision-making closer to the
programs because the deans have
much more authority,” said Bennett.
“Because they are full-time administrators, they are able to devote themselves to moving the programs forward
strategically.”
Biermann and Lightfoot are ready to
take up the challenge as new full-time
administrators at Taylor.
Biermann was the chair of the physics and astronomy department at Eastern Kentucky University before coming to Taylor. He describes his current
position as the “perfect combination”
of his background in science and his
interest in administration work.
“I’m very pleased to be at Taylor,”
Biermann said. “I think that one of the

work exceeded the amount of connections handled by the Barracuda content
ﬁlter. The ﬁlter, he said, can take up
to 5,500 concurrent connections. The
connection limit has been surpassed
several times recently due in large part
to high trafﬁc to Facebook, where each
application on a proﬁle page requires a
separate connection.
In response to the network crash,
Linehan collaborated with Dean of
Student Development Skip Trudeau to
send an e-mail to all students requesting that they limit their Facebook usage and close out of Facebook when
they’re not using it.

“At this point the call to students
is, basically, to use Facebook wisely,”
Trudeau said.
Both Trudeau and Linehan said they
want students to be able to take advantage of Facebook as much as possible,
but Trudeau emphasized the fact that
Facebook is a lower priority than academic web sites.
“If we can help through our own individual behavior to provide a sociological solution, that will help the technical solution, because the technical
solutions aren’t cheap, and they aren’t
easy,” Trudeau said.
Linehan, however, said that a technical solution also needs to be researched
if Barracuda cannot resolve the problem. The IT staff members have been
in contact with Barracuda, other vendors and other Christian colleges to research this problem and come up with
a list of possible solutions.
Fixing the problem will not be quick,
Linehan said, as he predicts that even
in an ideal situation, a change would
still take up to four weeks to complete.
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BY HANNAH BEERS
NEWS EDITOR
In a historic step forward, two programs―computer engineering and engineering physics―received national
accreditation from the Accreditation
Board for Engineering and Technology. (ABET)
ABET is a respected national organization that awards quality assurance
to academic programs that meet its
standards.
This marks the ﬁrst time a Taylor
program has been ABET accredited.
“We have had the two engineering
programs for a while, and we’ve been
working to get those accredited,” Dean
of Sciences Mark Biermann said. “For
the last two years, we’ve been doing all
the background work, the legwork, and
the paperwork.”
The accreditation gives Taylor extra
recognition to an already-competitive
program. Few Christian liberal arts
colleges offer engineering programs,
and fewer have ABET accreditation,
Biermann said.
Provost Steve Bedi is optimistic

best things about it is that both the faculty and students … have a very clear
sense of the mission of what we’re all
about. Our mission is to fulﬁll the great
commission of Christ, and you can’t
have a better mission than that.”
Biermann said his job is to “provide
leadership and support and facilitate
the activities of the newly established
School of Natural Sciences … to try and
help all the areas do their jobs in the
best way possible.”
Lightfoot, a Taylor alumna, taught
at different colleges before returning to
Taylor. She said the new structure will
allow departments to be much more
agile, ﬂexible and quick in response.
“My goal is just to help them to react
quickly when they need things or have
an issue,” Lightfoot said.

about the accreditation’s effect on student recruitment
“Students will know they are coming
to a program that is based upon highquality standards,” said Bedi.
“With more students on campus,
we can do more research projects, we
can do more of everything,” Biermann
said.
Bedi predicted that the engineering
program at Taylor will see expansion
in the future―perhaps to include an
electrical engineering major.
“There are plans to expand the programs, particularly after the new science facility is ﬁnished,” Bedi said.
“We are deﬁnitely going to explore
other opportunities that we sense
prospective students are interested in
studying,”
Students currently studying engineering will also beneﬁt from Taylor’s
accreditation.
“It will deﬁnitely help them as they
seek positions in the job market after Taylor,” Bedi said. “It will speak a
higher level of conﬁdence in the quality of the graduates from Taylor.”

N ews

by Cara Strickland
Staff Writer
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Senior Christian Leman, sophomore Levi Stuckey, and freshman Brian
Fariz read through a book together during Saturday’s garage sales.

I started my Saturday convinced that
there was nothing better than a yard
sale. It turns out that more yard sales
are definitely better than just one.
As a newcomer to this tradition, I
was unprepared for the sheer magnitude of the spectacle. According to
the town of Upland, over two hundred
households participate in the event.
I also found churches passing out refreshments, children selling cookies,
and a few ambitious folk selling food
of all descriptions.
I set out at precisely 8:08 a.m. accompanied by two friends. We promptly encountered two freshmen carrying
a $10 orange plush couch back to their
dorm. When asked what they were going to do for the rest of the day, both
replied that they were going back to
bed.
What would tempt these tired young
men out of bed so early on a Saturday
morning?
“Pretty much everyone has a couch,
so we wanted to fit in,” freshman Ben
Hendricks said.
During our conversation, an Upland woman in a passing vehicle said,
“You’ll get the chicks with that!”
Not everyone was on the look-out
for a big ticket item, however. Many
students look for novelty room decorations or random costumes for floor
events.
“Why am I not finding anything with

Spiritual Renewal chapel preview:
Q&A with Colin Smith
By Elena Forsythe
Staff Writer

Q. Where are you from?
A: I grew up in Edinburgh, Scotland,
and studied at the London School of
Theology. I’ve been pastor of Orchard
Evangelical Free Church for 12 years.
(It used to be called Arlington Heights
Evangelical Free Church.) Before that
I was pastor of an Evangelical Free
church in North London for 16 years.
Q. What do you do in your role as
pastor?
A: Primarily preaching, some pastoral ministry; I also lead the staff and
the board. We have a radio ministry
called “Unlocking the Bible” that now
broadcasts in 15 cities, including Indianapolis.
Q. What led you to get involved in
ministry?
A: I graduated from the London
School of Theology when I was 23. As
long as I can remember, I felt the Lord
wanted me to be a pastor. I don’t remember a time when it wasn’t in my
mind. I spoke to other people about it

as early as about 12. There was never
any confusion about what to do in life.
Q. What is the best part of your job?
A: At a personal level, [the best part
is] to keep fresh spiritually, to maintain a freshness of walk with the Lord.
You can do a lot of stuff, but if you lose
that, you lose the effectiveness. Everything follows from that and I think
that’s the challenge for everyone living
an authentic Christian life.
Q. What is the most challenging part
of your job?
A: In terms of the church more
broadly, [the challenge is] to keep the
Gospel central to everything the church
is about. With so many programs and
so many good things going on, it’s easy
to get distracted in doing 100 good
things and to no longer be really centered in the gospel.
Q. What have you been meditating
on in anticipation of Spiritual Renewal
Week?
A: The message series will be called
“Grasping the Gospel” and I’ll be

speaking from Romans chapter eight.
The Gospel isn’t simply the beginning
of the Christian life. The whole of the
Christian life is living on Christ and on
the Gospel. Folks need to see what that
means and what that’s about. I think
what has been important to me is thinking about a major area of the Bible and
how it applies particularly to the group
of folks I’m planning to speak to. You
don’t want to hit something obscure,
but something really big, really major.
The Gospel isn’t always as central as
it needs to be in the life of the church.
But if they can grasp that, they’ll have
a foundation to live on.
Q. What are your goals for our campus as a result of Spiritual Renewal
Week?
A: For people to grasp the joy and
depth of what God has done for us in
Jesus Christ and to be able to live in
the good of that. Many folks have the
idea that Jesus died on the cross, so I
need to repent and believe. Then that
gets bypassed and you move on from
there, and that’s no longer the dynamic of the Christian life.

SIFE welcomes marketing guru

Photo by Timmy Huynh

Scott Brubaker (‘86) speaks to students in the Student Union on Tuesday night. Over 80 students came to
hear Brubaker share his experiences in marketing, ranging from his work with the Arizona Diamondbacks
to his failed business ventures, at an event hosted by the Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE).
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sequins?” junior Erica Trier said.
Other students unearthed cinematic
treasures amidst the myriad of VHS
tapes for sale. “People underestimate
the power of the VHS,” said senior
Rachel Woods, who had already purchased three tapes, including “Jurassic
Park.”
Like any similar event, garage sales
have their serious participants. These
people are characterized by their golf
carts, often with baskets on the back
for maximum carrying power. A near
collision with one overzealous driver
convinced me to keep to the sidewalks.
However, as I carried my purchases
throughout the day, I found myself be-

coming envious of the cart drivers.
Those hosting the yard sales see the
yearly festivities as a positive thing for
everyone involved.
“We don’t make good money,” Michael Smith said.
“But it’s a great way to pass on what
you don’t use,” added his wife Rachel.
Both Smiths teach in Taylor’s Art department.
At the end of our trip, we ran into
two more Taylor students well into
their 11th yard sale. They showed no
signs of stopping; the enthusiasm was
contagious.
“Wow,” said junior Taylor Ehrhard.
“That is all I can say.”

Photo by Sarah Neel

Andrew Wood, senior Rachel Woods and junior Taylor Ehrhard display
some of their finds from Saturday’s rummaging.

Words of wisdom:
Taylor Alumni share
their stories
by Cara Strickland
Staff Writer

Have you ever stopped to think
about the legacy you are inheriting as
a student at Taylor University?
This summer, I was challenged to
think about Taylor beyond the confines of our campus and consider those
who came before us.
Not only did these people walk our
Loop, eat in our dining commons and
sleep in our dorms, but they are now
doing great things for God all over the
world. Even though we may not often
think about them, they do think about
us. It was overwhelming to realize that
our alumni take time to pray for us as
current students.
College is a time of growth and humility. One thing we all have in common is the desire to make the most of
our time at Taylor. With this in view, I
asked alumni from all years to contribute one piece of advice aimed at current students as we begin a new year.
The response was compelling and
infinitely beyond what I had expected.
So many people thanked me emphatically for the opportunity to contribute
and share what they had learned. Some
of the emails I received had me in tears
and a good number of quotes will find
a new home above my desk. However,
as much of a blessing as this was to me
personally, it became my challenge to
share this wisdom with you.
Although there were countless words
of wisdom, I found that the majority
of responses led back to a common
theme. Balance. They talked about the
relationships, the academics, worry
about the future, travel to broaden the
horizons, the importance of church attendance and outreach, but in the end,
it was all about priorities, balance and
perspective.
We at Taylor have been given an
amazing gift, the opportunity to discover things that we have never even
dreamed of with very little effort. We
are here to be stretched, to learn and
to become what God has for us to be.
Not all of that happens in the classroom, as one 1990 graduate reminded
me: “Some of my most applied lessons
came when I was just living life and

walking alongside professors, other
students, church and school leaders,
and friends and adults from home.”
Some of these lessons and experiences come in ways that are unexpected.
Which is no secret to the 1972 graduate
who shared his story of staying with a
roommate for Thanksgiving and being awakened in the early hours of the
morning to help shoot the Thanksgiving rabbit.
Another important theme was relationships. Many responses talked
about how much they now miss the
intentional community, the encouragement to connect with the Lord on
a deep level, and the openness of the
faculty and staff. One 1986 alumnus
reminded me of the importance of
face-to-face relationships and that
“Social networks like Facebook are a
good place to ‘chitchat’ and stay current with people, but these networks
are no substitute for sitting down in
a coffee shop for an hour or having a
conversation over the phone.”

“Live your life in
anticipation of discovering (God’s) will as
you live it.”
A ’92 graduate told me that a friendship she developed with a young
woman who was the daughter of missionaries has influenced her path and
guided her to her current home in
Japan where she works as a teacher.
Many people said that the things that
seemed random and unplanned impacted their choices for the future. “Do
not wait on God to supernaturally reveal His will for your life,” said a member of the class of ‘94. “Rather live your
life in anticipation of discovering His
will as you live it.”
The words of our predecessors stand
as a challenge and an inspiration to
seek out those who have gone before
you and pursue their wisdom. Whether you are beginning your first year, or
your last semester, the past has everything to do with your future.
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Border lines
By Stephen Groves
World News Editor

The Cold War ended nearly two decades ago, yet the recent war between
Georgia and Russia raised old fears in
a conﬂict all too similar to the days of
the USSR.
On Aug. 7, tensions between Georgia
and Russia boiled over as both countries
abandoned diplomacy for violence. The
conﬂict centered around the disputed
areas of South Ossetia and Abkhazia.
While the areas were technically under
Georgian control, political science professor Stephen Hoffmann said the areas
have been virtually autonomous for the
past 15 years.
Georgian president Mikheil Saakashvili made a bold move and ordered air
strikes while sending troops into South
Ossetia. Russia quickly responded with
bombings and an invasion of its own.
It is not clear which side sparked the
war, but both nations exercised drastic force, and thousands of civilians in
the area were killed. While most of the
troops are withdrawn from the area,
the clash leaves deep questions to be
answered.
The conﬂict appears to be a border
dispute, but Russia’s assertion of force
is making waves internationally. Russian president Dmitry Medvedev displayed aggression unprecedented in the
post-soviet era.
The scene is set for international
tempers to rise. The United States is a
close ally with Georgia and even helped
train their military. They promised $1
billion to Georgia to help rebuild infrastructure and homes. So far, the United
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Around The World
in 30 Seconds
Thailand- Prime Minister Samak
Sundaravej rejected any proposals
to resign despite mounting pressure
from protesters. Protesters from the
People’s Alliance for Democracy party
have closed the prime minster’s ofﬁce
and shut down three airports, forcing
a state of emergency in Bangkok. The
protesters claim the prime minister is
a front for former leader Thaksin Shinawatra who was ousted from power
in 2006. He did concede to hold a
national referendum to appease the
protesters.

States has kept its distance from the
conﬂict, yet they have condemned Russia’s actions. Georgia desired to align
itself with the West and made actions
to join NATO.
Russia is particularly wary of any
Western inﬂuence in the area.
“Russia is sending a pretty direct message to the United States. It has to be
more careful about how it acts in Russia’s backyard,” Hoffmann said.
This aggression could mark a new period in Russia’s foreign policy.

Hoffmann said, “It’s important to remember that in the 1990s Russia was
only a shadow of what the Soviet Union
had been. It was poor, disorganized,
and really unable to play much of a role
in foreign policy.”
Russia rebuilt in recent years and
plans were made for a $189 billion military upgrade over the next eight years.
The world keeps a wary eye on Russia
as it seeks to reassert itself in a world
it once dominated. Russia constantly
meddles in the politics of its neighbors,
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making sure Russia-friendly governments are in place.
The current conﬂict, however, is by
no means one-sided. “It’s not simply a
case of beleaguered little Georgia being
picked on for no good reason. One has
to remember that Russia has interests
too,” Hoffmann said.
“The difﬁcult thing for Russia is to
answer how far it can go without damaging its relationship with Europe and
the US. It’s a balancing act.”

Survival of the ﬁttest, or just the most popular?
Editorial By
Stephen Etheridge
Opinions Editor

Unless we’re directly affected, few international stories receive appropriate
media attention in the United States.
I think it’s fair to say most of us know
more about Miley Cyrus than Vladimir Putin. This week’s news was over-

whelmingly dominated by McCain’s
Alaskan running mate, Sarah Palin. In
fact, on Monday, seven of the top ten
Internet news stories involved Palin,
and on Wednesday the number was
still at ﬁve.
Beneath the Palin drama and the
more newsworthy Hurricane Gustav,
some serious stories are brewing, most

notably a colossal ﬂood in the Indian
state of Bihar that has left over 1.2 million people homeless. To put that number into perspective, that is roughly the
population of Maine.
Though the ﬂood occurred over two
weeks ago, word of the devastation is
just now making its way into U.S. papers. And although rescue efforts are
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Do’s and Don’ts of Eating around the world
China- Finishing everything on you’re plate is considered rude because your
host will think you are still hungry.
Spain- In snack bars, you are expected to throw your trash on the ﬂoor
France- Asking you’re host for ketchup is considered rude because it means you
did not enjoy the taste of the food.
Canada- Burping after a meal is considered a compliment to the cook in the
Inuit culture.
Poland- If you ever have a baked ﬁsh in Poland, don’t ﬂip the ﬁsh over. It is considered bad luck and will cause a ﬁsherman’s boat to ﬂip in the water.
Japan- Slurping your noodles loudly is a compliment to the cook because it
means you cannot wait to eat the meal.
Bangladesh- It is considered rude to start eating before the eldest person at the
table begins to eat.
Nigeria- If invited to eat at someone’s home, one is expected to bring a gift of
fruit, nuts, or chocolate.
Argentina- The day after eating at someone’s house, it is considered a compliment to phone them and thank them for their hospitality.

“The world is not dangerous because of those who do harm
but because of those who look at it without doing anything”
Albert Einstein

World

taking effect, waters aren’t expected to
recede for months, which could mean
more serious problems in the near future, including supply shortage, civil
unrest and waterborne disease.
There is no ofﬁcial death toll yet, but
the numbers are climbing and there are
still citizens stranded in certain areas.
Their government has put $200 million
towards the rescue effort, but it won’t be
near enough to remedy the situation. In
contrast, Miley Cyrus might not be that
important.
In other international news, North
Korea has begun reassembling their
nuclear facilities, most likely to protest the refusal of the United States
to remove North Korea from its list of
terror-sponsoring nations, despite their
compliance with U.S. demands.
This action raises tensions on the
Korean front. Just when things start
to work for the United States, we are in
the midst of another conﬂict. Unfortunately, my favorite television pundits
are too concerned with Palin’s baby
bump to give me the inside scoop.
It’s not that I’m unconcerned with
what goes on within our country, but I
do wish that I didn’t feel so distanced
from the rest of the world. A person’s a
person, right? If so, I’d love to be more
aware and connected with our brothers
and sisters abroad.

Ukraine- U.S. Vice President Dick
Cheney toured the country to show
support for former Soviet block countries. Cheney will also visited Georgia
and Azerbaijan in his tour.
Syria- French President Nicolas
Sarkozy toured Syria and met with
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad.
Sarkozy’s presence is the ﬁrst visit to
Syria by a Western head of state in
ﬁve years. The two heads of state discussed peaceful solutions to the Iran
nuclear problem as well as Syria’s relations with Israel.
Libya- U.S. Secretary of State Condeleezza Rice is visiting Libya this week.
This is the ﬁrst visit by a U.S. secretary of state since 1953. The United
States listed Libya as a sponsor of terrorism until 2006 when it gave up its
weapons of mass destruction and renounced terrorism.
Pakistan- Shots were ﬁred at Prime
Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani’s motorcade. It is not known whether Gilani
was in the motorcade at the time. The
government is investigating who carried out the attacks.
India- Monsoon ﬂooding in India
caused the displacement of half a million people in the northeastern region
of the country. Thousands more are
still stranded and rescue efforts are
underway. Disease is a large concern
as ﬂood camps become crowded and
unsanitary.
In rural eastern India, violence aimed
against Christians left 16 dead. Hindus in the area singled out Christian
homes and churches, beating and killing Christians.
North Korea- North Korea threatens to re-open their nuclear facilities
in response to the refusal by the United States to remove them from the list
of state sponsors of terrorism. North
Korea reported that it had stopped
disabling its nuclear facility.
Zimbabwe- On Thursday, President
Robert Mugabe gave the opposition
party one week to sign a power-sharing agreement. If a deal is not reached,
he threatened to appoint his own cabinet. Mugabe and Morgan Tsvangirai
both claim they won elections earlier
this year. In negotiations mediated by
South Africa, they agreed Mugabe will
be the president and Tsvangirai will
be prime minister. However, the two
cannot agree on how to share power.
Tsvangirai indicated he did not agree
with the terms of Mugabe’s proposal.
Nigeria- In an attempt to stop the
spread of HIV, a northern Nigerian
state is paring up HIV-positive couples for marriage. So far 70 couples
have been paired up. However, United Nations experts expressed concern
over the plan because different strains
of the virus could interact.
Haiti- Over 200 people are dead and
a quarter of a million stranded due to
three storms slamming into Haiti in
the last 21 days.
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10 tips for every intramural athlete
By Joe Paulson

Taylor schedule
By Blake And Rachel
Life And Times Editors

It’s 8 a.m. Your alarm goes off. You
hit snooze. At 8:07, your alarm goes
off again. Your roommate groans.
8:14, You finally get up (third
time’s the charm) and stumble into
the shower. You step out, trying to
remember if you washed your hair
or not and throw on the clothes
you wore yesterday/the outfit you
picked out last night. You grab a
granola bar and you’re off to class
at 8:53. Sound like you? Yes? No?
Keep reading.
You struggle to stay awake in your
9 o’clock, wondering the whole time
if you’ll go to chapel today. You
make the right choice (of course)
and go to chapel. After chapel,
you have your 11 o’clock, then you
make the trek to the DC for lunch
at noon. You have two more classes, then you’re done, right? No. At
3:30, your intramural football team
meets to warm up for your 4 p.m.
game against your floor rival. After
your victory, you head to dinner
with your team to celebrate. After
dinner, you clean up, then goof off
on the wing until you realize that
you’re late for your group project
meeting in the Galleria. You meet
for what seems like forever, then at
9, you have Airband practice. At 11,
after your Handy Andy run for Polar Pops and junk food,you realize
that, oh yes, you have class tomorrow. And homework.
Welcome to the typical Taylor student schedule.
We understand how you feel. It’s
hard to balance everything, isn’t it?
One of the beautiful things about
Taylor is the amount of options
you have to choose from to occupy
your time. But this can be a blessing
and a curse at the same time. Skip
Trudeau, Dean of Student Development, has a piece of advice for us:
“Be choosy with your involvement.
I think the most common malady
with Taylor students is over-involvement.” I’m sure many of you
can resonate. We have so many incredible ways to get involved on this
campus. Pick a handful of things
you’re passionate about, and stick

Student Head of
Intramurals

with those...for now, anyway. It’s
easy to get burnt out.
Among all the self-help books and
articles, everyone has a different
strategy for what works for them.
But we’ve come to realize there are
a couple of tricks that work across
the board.
Use your Odyssey. Taylor gives
them to us for a reason. They have
nice little boxes where we can write
all our assignments and meetings.
They even make it one step easier
by printing all the major campus
activities directly in the Odyssey.

At 11, after your Handy
Andy run for Polar Pops
and junk food, you realize that, oh yes, you have
class tomorrow. And
homework.
Get overwhelmed when it gets too
full? Sometimes, the simple act of
highlighting an assignment or creating a small post-it note to-do list
can be a lifesaver. We can’t remember everything.
Also, remember to make the most
of the little gaps in your day. Some
of us have a random hour or two in
the afternoon. Instead of watching
TV, or facebooking, or staring at
the wall, you could knock out some
reading for class. In these little
pockets of time, most people are
in class, and your hall is probably
quiet. It’s perfect for getting a little
homework out of the way or catching up on that sleep you put off last
night to play “Super Smash Brothers.” That will make your busy night
that much easier.
So, instead of leaving all of your
homework for late in the evening,
maybe try a few of these little tips.
Organization is important, but
some people aren’t exactly “postit note people” or faithful Odyssey
junkies. That’s OK. Find whatever
system works for you and go with
it. Either way, resist the urge to do
everything on campus. Be involved
(we’re only college students once!),
but as our Dean of Student Development said, “be choosy.” And get
some sleep.
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Beat the heat without A/C
By Adrienne Chaudoin
Staff Writer

For most of us on campus, we’re
ready for fall. We love hot weather,
don’t get us wrong, but after that
nice, hot day, we’d like to go home
to an air-conditioned room to “chill
out.” English, Gerig, Olson, Wengatz, select off-campus houses
-- I’m talking to you. With record
highs in the 90s going through late
September, Upland can stay pretty
hot. Here are a few tips to “beat the
heat” for those of us who don’t have
air conditioning.
First, have a system for your
room. Always keep your window
open with a box fan in it. During
the day, when the sun is beaming in
your window, close the blinds half

way to block those rays that heat up
the room. When the sun goes down,
open the blinds for maximum air
flow. Have another freestanding
fan for air circulation. Keeping your
door open also helps improve that
hot air along. So point that extra
fan towards the door or straight
at yourself whenever you’re idle in
your room, especially at your bunk
beds when you sleep.
There are a few alternatives to
a hot dorm room. First, befriend
someone from the Fairlane Apartments or any off-campus housing. Not only can you mooch off
their air-conditioning, but you can
also use their kitchen and eat their
food.
Spend time outside. Yes, it’s hot

Ever used the word awkward? Ever felt awkward? Ever seen someone
who was awkward? Are we making you feel awkward by how many
times we use the word awkward? Are we bringing up awkward memories? Good. We need your help, Echo reader. We want to hear your
awkward stories.
Awkward is such a buzzword, especially here at Taylor. Whether it’s
an awkward pick-a-date, an awkward encounter with a classmate, an
awkward “hi” in passing on the sidewalk, we’ve all got stories. And we
would like you to share them with us. Many of our stories are awesome
and should be shared. So we’re going to do that. Send in your stories to
blakeandrachel@gmail.com. Please be sure to protect people’s dignity,
and change their name. (That’d be quite the surprise, especially when
he didn’t think it was that awkward.)
So, send us awkward stories! We want lots of them. And if they’re
awkward enough, you’ll see them in print soon.
Remember: blakeandrachel@gmail.com

outside in the sun, but in the
shade, it is a lot cooler, plus there
is a breeze that cannot be found in a
dorm room.
I would also suggest chewing gum.
Ice Breakers’ advertisement, “Some
like it cold,” wouldn’t hurt testing,
along with Wrigley’s Extra gum
whose packet says “Winterfresh
gum – An environmentally-friendly
substitute for air-conditioning.” If
you don’t feel like you’re immediately in an air-conditioned room, at
least your breath won’t smell bad.
You won’t have to keep these tactics up for too much longer; next
week is supposed to be in the lower 70s, upper 60s, and before you
know it, we’ll be unpacking our
sweaters.

Contributer
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Senior boys are confused and unenthused as Senior Laura Brocker goes for the frisbee throw-back.

In case you haven’t noticed, it’s
pretty hard to walk around Taylor
without running into people playing Frisbee.
There are two popular sports associated with Frisbees on campus:
ultimate, and Frisbee golf (also
known as disc golf, Frolf, or the
reason the buildings and lampposts
have scratches all over them). As a
grizzled senior who played his first
round of frolf before his first class,
I feel it is in everyone’s best interest
for me to make a brief public service announcement.
First, if you see a Frisbee on the
ground, leave it there unless someone asks you to pick it up; you
wouldn’t want to ruin someone’s
chance at their best game ever,
would you? Second, if you are a female and you get hit by a frisbee, be
prepared to be asked on a date by
whoever threw the disc. Who knew
that Frisbee golf could be as good
for finding that special someone as
a pick-a-date?
Why the fascination with disc
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Senior Jorjette Heid of the 2nd Center/East Olson team tries to outrun an opponent during her flag football
game against 1st East.

scheduler this year and he worked
hard as well to get flag football up
and running! Oh, and, to put a plug
in, we need more referees, so just
contact Kyle and he’ll hook you up
with an opportunity!
9. Uniforms: Now, as many of you
know, intramurals have developed
a unique, creative system for distinguishing two teams from one
another. This system includes two
very distinct shades of color, which
we have creatively and thoughtfully
termed “light” and “dark.” But I
would venture to say that it would
be much cooler if people would
show up with something unique. I

That’s what she said...
(rather, we said.)
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sports around campus?
Ed Headrick, the legendary inventor of the Frisbee, once stated, “We
used to say that Frisbee is really a
religion-’Frisbeeterians,’ we’d call
ourselves. When we die, we don’t go
to purgatory, we just land up on the
roof and lie there.” Headrick also
wants his ashes to be molded into a

Who knew that frisbee golf could be as
good for finding that
special someone as a
pick-a-date?
limited edition set of Frisbees when
he dies.
For some, Frisbee is just another
sport like football minus the contact, or soccer minus the footwork.
For others, it is the “ultimate” sport.
At any rate, it’s better for you than
sitting on the couch playing video
games all day, so let’s embrace Frisbee as an activity that builds community, character, and athleticism.
At least, that is, until a good version
of ultimate comes out for the Wii.

know many floor have some kind of
floor flag football shirt, or they all
wear the same shade of said “light”
or “dark.” Maybe your floor is con
stantly wearing the red apparel no
matter what. Whatever floats your
boat. But I would encourage some
thing different, something unique,
something outrageously creative
and cool! As long as it fits within the
ever-so-strict color rules of “light”
and “dark,” (and is appropriate to
wear…do I really HAVE to have that
disclaimer?) then bring it on!
10. Backyard Brawl: Every year, the
league champions from both the
men’s and women’s leagues head

over to our friendly northern neighbors at Indiana Wesleyan University for a showdown of league champions. It’s under the lights, tons of
food, hot chocolate and flag football
galore. The only problem is that it is
ALWAYS at IWU! Wouldn’t it be
nice to have it right here at Taylor!
Let me know what you would think
about having the Backyard Brawl
literally in our very own “backyard”
here at Taylor!
Enjoy the intramural year! Hope
you glorify Christ in all that you say,
do and think! If you have any questions or comments, I’m easy to contact: joe_paulson@tayloru.edu

Mark your calendar
By Rachel Sawyer

Co-Life And Times Editor

Dear Blake and Rachel, The Mexican Bar and the American Bar in the DC are now “selfserving.” Is this a temporary change, or will we be eating buffet-style the whole year?
Standing in line

Leave it on the ground
By David ‘Egon’ Kasper

As many of you know, a new season of intramural flag football has
just begun. Here are 10 items and
suggestions you may want to know
for this upcoming season:
1. Water bottle: For those who
have yet to notice, it is HOT outside. We would rather you not get
dehydrated (and thus pass out on
us), so bring something to drink
during the game.
2. Fan base: Nothing says floor
unity like an entire floor coming
out to support your friends on the
flag football field. These men and
women are out there (blood, sweat
and tears) representing their floors,
so go out and encourage them!
3. Web site: Although this is probably not the most exciting item on
the list, I need to advertise the new
Web site URL, so, here it is: intramurals.cse.taylor.edu. This website
is your information hub for intramurals.
4. Fun: This seems pretty self-explanatory: HAVE FUN! If you’re
playing intramurals with the mindset that it is just a stepping stone to
the NFL, you may want to reconsider your strategy for getting into
professional football. With that
said, just have a blast out there!
5. Respect: Although this would
seem to be a no-brainer for college
students (aka those people in this
world who wish to be considered
ADULTS), there seem to always
be those people who just cannot
seem to comprehend sportsman-

ship. PLEASE, respect the referees
(they are students too, you know,
with feelings, emotions and a brain,
just like you), your teammates (you
are on the same team and floor, for
goodness sakes), and the opposing team (they are your competition, but that does not mean they
are any less God’s workmanship).
As mentioned earlier, if you think
this is the fast-track to your career
as a professional athlete, you may
or may not need to entertain the
epiphany that: this is intramural
flag football...INTRAMURAL FLAG
FOOTBALL. You probably won’t
even get tackled.
6. Environment: The awesome men
on the grounds and maintenance
crew have asked just a few, simple
things of intramural participants for
this year. First, please do not drive
on the grass. And secondly, pick up
your trash. If you have something to
eat or drink, that’s cool, just please
put the trash in the trash cans.
Thanks for honoring God’s creation
and the maintenance guys!
7. Jeff Hubley: The man, the myth,
the legend. Jeff is our intramural
game scheduler this year and he
did all the scheduling in just ONE
DAY due to the timing of registration. So, when you see him, pat him
on the back, scream out his name
across campus, whip out the body
paint for intramurals with you and
nine other friends to spell his name,
do what you gotta do to just thank
him!
8. Kyle Huffman: Another amazing
guy from Taylor’s own Samuel
Morris Hall. Kyle is the referee

Have a question but don’t know who to ask or where to find the answer? From pick-a-date
concerns to campus questions, we’re here for you.
Shoot us an e-mail: blakeandrachel@gmail.com.

Plastic and round?
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If you haven’t realized it by now,
you will soon. There’s almost always plenty of things going on
around Taylor, things that campus
e-mails fill our inboxes with, and
others the Odyssey subtly reminds
us. But what about outside of the
bubble? What’s happening in the

fall. Each year, the town of Matthews goes all out, throwing a huge
party centered around their covered bridge. There are crafts, live
entertainment, food, pony rides.
Who wouldn’t want to miss this?
The festival starts today, and goes
all weekend. The bridge is located
in Matthews, at Third and Front
streets.
Main Street Marion’s First Friday.

Dear Standing in line, After speaking with Jerry Nelson, Director of the Dining Commons,
we have an answer for your query. Jerry said that the self-serving sections are a “test run
to see how it goes.” Jerry said that as the semester progresses and they gain more DC staff,
they’ll reevaluate. He also mentioned that your thoughts are valuable and appreciated. For
the time being, you can help yourself to all the refried beans and breadsticks your heart
desires.
Dear Blake and Rachel,
My roommate won’t friend me on Facebook. I’ve lived with her for two weeks now, and it’s
still pending. I don’t know what to do. Should I bring it up? Or just wait and see what happens? Even if we might not be close friends in real life, can’t we be friends on Facebook?
Impatient Pender
Dear Impatient Pender,
This is a delicate situation. Is your roommate an active facebooker? If so, perhaps she
might still be traumatized by the recent network crash and is taking a break for a bit. Or
she might be the kind who leaves friend requests pending for a while to see how many she
can add up. Without being too much of a stalker, try and tactfully look over her shoulder
while she’s on Facebook. If there’s a lot of friends waiting to be approved/denied, just hold
out for a little while longer. If you’re the only one, then, well, as Taylor likes to call it, it’s
time for a care-frontation. Ask if she’s friended any cute guys on campus. Maybe it’s time
to be frank, and just ask her off hand if you’re Facebook friends yet or not. It’s a legitimate
question in this day and age. If all these fail, I think the only other option is drastic measures: hack into her account.
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Blake and Rachel would LOVE for you to send them your questions!

Photo by gascityi69speedway.com

‘real world?’ Even though Grant
County doesn’t seem like a booming metropolis the likes of Chicago,
there is still plenty to do, culture to
soak up and memories to be made.
Here are a couple of things over the
next week to be on the look-out for.
I-69 Speedway. Located just past
the Taco Bell, every Friday night
this track kicks up a serious amount
of dirt. This week they’ll be racing
Sprints, Modifieds, Street Stocks
and Thundercars. Even if you’re not
a Nascar fan, you’re sure to have a
good time here. Wrecks, fights,
mud and concessions stand food
make for an evening you won’t soon
forget. Be sure to bring your Taylor ID and get an awesome student
discount. The track opens at 4 p.m.,
and races start at 7:30. [P.A.s, this
is also a great place to take a picka-date.]
Matthews Covered Bridge Festival.
For many, this is a highlight of the

Downtown Marion offers a beautiful town square atmosphere for
anyone who visits. A castle-like
city hall is in the center, with picturesque shops and eateries all
around. Today, on Main Street, the
town comes alive with live music
and entertainment, food, games,
clowns and even a farmer’s market.
You won’t want to miss this shindig
from 6 p.m.-9 p.m.
Marion Public Library Family Movie. What’s better than a free movie
and popcorn? Not much in my
book. Saturday at 2 p.m., the library
is showing “Meet the Browns,” and
is located at 600 S. Washington St.
Gas City Gospel Concert Series. If
you like the Taylor Gospel Choir,
I’m sure you’ll love this. Tuesday
at the Gas City Park, be prepared
to dance as The Jubilees sing their
hearts out. Admission is free and
it starts at 7:30 p.m. (Inclement
weather, move to New Hope Baptist
Church)
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MOVIES feature story

The great Arts & Entertainment debate
The Pros & Cons
of the

R rating

By Josh Kennedy
A&E Editor

I think R-rated movies get a bad
rap. Many “people” (dare I say
“Christians”?) disregard them as
trash and I do understand that ample
amounts of movies easily earn this
letter of warning.
From my experience, the Motion
Picture Association of America is
right most of the time. According to
their Web site, “An R-rated motion
picture may include adult themes,
adult activity, hard language, intense
or persistent violence, sexually-oriented nudity, drug abuse or other
elements...”
A lot of movies have as much of
this garbage thrown into them as
they possibly can just because they
can, for reasons I don’t quite grasp.
It comes as no surprise to me that
people are turned off by these films
as one bad apple spoils the whole
bundle. Or basket. Barrel? I digress.
The fact of the matter is that
people are missing out on incredible,
rich, thought provoking films, just
because of the R rating. But what
about “good” R-rated films? Do they
even exist?
I would argue that they do exist,
abundantly even; for example: “The
Passion,” “Braveheart,” “No Country
for Old Men” and “Requiem for a
Dream” are all examples of films
that, while rated accordingly, do
have moral fiber and the ability to
teach you something.
I think as Christians we tend to
disregard quality films because we’re
so set on being “good Christians”
and not supporting “worldly things.”

I’d suggest putting down the torch of
good intentions and exposing yourself to the reality of the world around
you. We live in a hurting world and
every so often a film is released that
is simply a cry for help.
We’re hard pressed, amidst moneygrubbing and multi-million dollar
contracts, to find films that are created for the sole purpose of telling
a story. Instead of boycotting and
scoffing at these films because of
their ratings, we should be flocking to them, showing our support
for honest, challenging, stimulating
films.
My position is one of discretion
– obviously. I do not suggest blindly opening your mind and heart to
things that are harmful to your mental and spiritual well-being. In addition, I do not condone the actions
and language within these films, but
I do recognize that they’re an accurate portrayal of the story and are
(most times) necessary to tell the
whole story.
The ratings are there for a reason
and there comes a time in a person’s
life when they’re able to make their
own choices without their parents
screening everything they watch.
Debriefing is a must with many of
these films because they bring up
issues and topics worthy of discussion – and what better way to connect with your searching peers!
I see our generation becoming more
apathetic towards the world at large.
If we want to make a difference, we
have to understand the people we’re
trying to help, and “controversial”
films are a great common ground to
minister.

By Nick Rodemann
Contributor
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Films get the R stamped on them
for a reason, and as Christians we
obviously need to avoid them. I’m
all for expression, but if you look at
the official reasons for why a movie
would be rated R, there’s just no
redemptive value in them. It’s easy to
say that one movie uses, say, excessive violence to make a point. But
do we really need that visual stimulation? Can’t we make these points
without being unusually crude or
over-the-top?
We need to take a step back and
look at how the Bible addresses this
issue. “Do not be yoked together
with unbelievers,” Paul commands
in 2 Corinthians 6:14. This verse is
so straight-forward, it’s scary. We
are called to a higher standard; it’s
a fact we hear all the time at Taylor.
Isn’t it time we started listening?
We need to follow God’s word when
He says, “Therefore come out from
them and be separate,” otherwise
we’re subjecting his rules to our own
screening process!
I feel that this objectivity is a longlost art among believers. We get
caught up in a “my faith is personal”
mentality for so long, that we begin
to make exceptions for media, or
whatever’s popular. This isn’t limited
to R-rated movies either. Beware if
you pick up a friend’s iPod and find
out their favorite artist is spittin’
explicit rhymes. Sin is all around us,
even at Taylor. Not just sin, but sin
being endorsed! Sins for the sake of
sin!
What’s worse, instead of even turn-

ing a blind eye to this problem, we’re
actively seeking out these movies
and incorporating them into our
lives. I’ll admit that I have watched
many R-rated movies on campus.
I guess it’s our way of rebelling, of
saying, “I’m not offended by this.”
But we should be offended by it! It’s
unworthy of our Lord!
Although, let’s face it. In order to
make a movie that sells nowadays,
it needs to have an R rating. In
fact, many studios are toning down
their original scripts to appease the
ratings board and avoid the NC-17
rating. It seems like the increasingly
popular R is now an easy way for any
film to become a box-office hit.
I don’t know what we’re supposed to
do if this trend keeps up. Eventually,
we won’t be seeing comedies without
drug humor or movies without gore
everywhere. I think the Christian
community needs to lovingly step in
and try to make more films with a
message of cleanliness.
It will never be an easy task, but
the Bible calls us to stay away from
secular influence, especially when
it involves supporting the lessened
values and excessive crudeness seen
in today’s film industry. Consider
the words of Paul: “For what do
righteousness and wickedness have
in common? Or what fellowship can
light have with darkness?” We should
never stop asking these questions.
Stay tuned in the weeks to come for
more debates. Also, if you’d like us to
debate about something, e-mail your
suggestion to echo.debate@gmail.com.
Thanks for reading!

MUSIC album review

Valencia gives pop-punk a “Reason”
By Nick Rodemann
Contributor

Pop-punk is either dead or dying. But
it’s a good thing nobody told Valencia.
This 5-member band from Philly
recently released their first LP, “We All
Need a Reason to Believe” at the end of
August. And “Reason” is probably one
of the last shining lights to come out of
the pop-punk trend, due to its delightful style, some catchy hooks and solid
voice-work.
“Reason” begins with a serious onetwo-three punch, thanks to songs
“Better be Prepared,” “Holiday,” and
“Where Did You Go?”. Don’t be sur-

prised if each song moves up on the
charts at some point in the next year,
especially “Where Did You Go?”.
The choruses stick in your head,
while feeling less cheesy than more
popular tunes. You’ll find no drastic
tone changes like you do on Boys
Like Girls’ “The Great Escape” or We
The Kings’ “Check Yes Juliet,” which
dominate the genre.
On the rest of the LP, songs like
“Carry On,” “Safe to Say,” and
“Listen Up,” really keep the mood
upbeat. Valencia’s lasting value is
essentially captured in the second
half of this album, because there’s
not a single song here that I wouldn’t
recommend. The closer, “Free,” was
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chosen very well. It’s a classic albumender, ending appropriately with the
line “It’s safe to just let go.” Which
you won’t want to, by the way.
What strengthens this album all
the way through is its production.
Although a downside is that many
songs tend to sound the same, the
tone remains consistent and confident. It’s easy to tell these guys just
like writing music, and they’re not
too anxious about making it big any
time soon. This is practically opposite of bands like Fall Out Boy, who
seem to scream for attention.
Musically in “Reason,” additional instruments like bells and violins have been added to keep the

CD interesting. And vocalist Shane
Henderson may not be a change of
pace for pop-punk, but his voice never
lets up through the 11 tracks.
The genre has never been a strong
platform for lyrics, so don’t expect your
life to change at any point during this
album. They’re definitely above average, though, with the general theme
being about getting one’s life together.
Overall, I’d say look into this CD for
the same reason you’d buy any poppunk album: Everything sounds great,
and listening to it keeps you energized
and happy. It might be the last seriously strong release pop-punk may know.
That is, unless Fall Out Boy surprises in
November.
Rating: 7.5/10

You want to get involved?
By Josh Kennedy
A&E Editor

As you’ve probably noticed by now,
Taylor University is rich in “Arts and
Entertainment” and in case you didn’t
know, there are many ways to get involved here on campus.
If you’re into the whole “behind the
scenes” thing, I’d recommend several
things. First, you might try the theater.
You’ll have the opportunity to work
with the budding actors and actresses
of Taylor’s campus, as well as spend
long hours building sets, painting sets,
making costumes, and so much more!
If media is more your style, Taylor’s
own Channel 7 is home to various opportunities to work with Media Com-

Arts & Entertainment

munication majors and learn about
how live television works. Students
will have to chance to produce live
chapels, sports broadcasts, and various student projects, learning camera,
audio, graphics and more.
The media department also welcomes aspiring radio DJs. Taylor’s
WTUR-FM is home to many studentrun radio shows from music to sports.
I know some of you out there are
drawn to art, and don’t you fret - Taylor’s art department has many opportunities for you to share your work
with your peers. Photography shows,
digital art shows and other various
presentations allow students to display their passions in the form of various media.

Who to contact to get involved:
Theater: Tracy Manning
Managing/Artistic Director
trmanning@taylor.edu
Channel 7: John Bruner
Media Communication Professor
jhbruner@taylor.edu
WTUR: Kathy Bruner
Media Communication Professor
ktbruner@taylor.edu
Art Department: Mary Mahan
Art Department Secretary
mrmahan@taylor.edu
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Can’t touch this Three jeers for cat calling
BY BRANDON FITZSIMMONS
COLUMNIST
I believe it is only appropriate to begin with this bold (if not backwards)
admission: My little brother is my
hero. I realize nature generally prefers
it the other way around, the big brother
abiding on a pedestal so lofty, Michael
Jordan would seem but a benchwarmer in the minor leagues of herodom.
Still, an incident two summers ago will
forever festoon my little tagalong with
the garland of my respect.
The column-friendly version of the
story would run as follows: me, my
brother, and ﬁve other friends on an
end-of-the-summer day trip to Cedar
Point. After surviving the Magnum
XL-200, a personal favorite, my thengirlfriend and I began holding hands
as we eagerly approached the next
ride. Not two seconds later, my tall,
lanky, 18-year-old brother, not to be
outdone, darted alongside our friend
Mallory, adroitly enveloping her hand
into his. The two, having never shared
the faintest shred of romance, carried
on as such until arriving at the next
queue.

“...there is this
mentality that I fear
has warped many a
young Christian mind.”
Though the story above may seem
painfully devoid of any redemptive element, the effect it had on me – having
grown up in a hands-off, no-nonsense
Christian society – was pleasantly unforgettable. It was as though my broth-

er and our friend had materialized
out of nowhere for the sole purpose of
making waves in our cold, affectionless
society.
You see, there is this mentality that
I fear has warped many a young Christian mind. It says that a person of the
opposite sex, no matter how close a
friend, should be approached like the
game Operation. Let those sexuallyfrustrated tweezers of yours graze the
slightest hair, and you better prepare
yourself for a whole lot worse than a
nerve-zapping buzzer.
First off, you must live with the irreversible shame of knowing that a hefty
portion of your heart has just been
permanently hawked off for the sake of
some cheap, extraneous thrill. Second,
your Christian friends, youth leaders,
and – God forbid – your parents are
likely to quarantine you for at least one
otherwise-TP-ﬁlled weekend. And did
they fail to mention that you mindlessly encroached upon (what is likely
to be) another Christian’s future turf?
I spent the past summer in Ecuador,
and one of the ﬁrst “cultural differences” I noticed was the unabashed show
of affection between Christian friends
of the opposite sex. Oddly enough,
the ratio of physical contact to broken
hearts and shattered, Joshua Harrisesque dreams was quite low. Now don’t
for one heart-racing moment assume
that this is some cutting-edge but naive diatribe meant to single-handedly
cure the pandemic of sexual tension on
Taylor’s campus. I am all too aware of
the dangers that lurk behind a lack of
self-respect and self-control.
All I’m saying is prior observation has
proven that the occasional hug, arm
around the shoulder, and even handholding endeavors between Christians
of the opposite sex is not directly correlative to a life of endless regret.
The boldest of you may even try
greeting one another “with a holy kiss”
(Romans 16:16).

iConsumers: social lives
consumed by technology

BY JENNA MCCULLOUGH
COLUMNIST
“For all have multitasked and fall
short of the glory of healthy socializing.” - The Student’s Handbook to
Building Community on Campus, p.
52)
We may as well be honest with each
other -- who has lived in the United
States and not felt the pressure to fulﬁll society’s expectations of efﬁciency?
There are a number of ways this is carried out. I can say, for one, that my
mother has always been a prime exemplar of managing a high proﬁle job
during the daytime hours -- e-mailing,
holding meetings, ﬁring people, etc.
-- while at the same time making sure
that everything at home is in pristine
condition and keeping track of her two
daughters’ riveting life happenings.
How does she do this? one might ask.
Technology. She is able to chat on the
phone, mop the ﬂoor, have the dishes
going in the dishwasher -- clothes in the
dryer, send my father down to the computer to check the e-mail and provide
a synopsis of updates, listen to music
on some strange Bose player, catch
the news on t.v., and chew gum all at
once! Learning from the mother hen, I
-- along with many others -- have been
able to do much the same. I’ll walk to
class with cell phone in hand, chatting
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it up with some distant human being
with whom I am electronically clinging
onto a friendship even though I will
not see him or her for the next several
months, or possibly years. At the same
moment, I am capable of memorizing a
verse for the upcoming Bible quiz and
review notes for Romantic Lit. class
discussion (I certainly do not wish to
appear ignorant of the deep and unsettling meaning behind those glorious poems!) While I am completely
focusing inwardly or on the social life
that is far removed from Taylor, several people pass by who I hardly notice
enough to share a friendly interaction
or greeting. I know that Taylor’s slogan pertains to something “beyond the
mind” -- but perhaps it would be more
appropriate, given our focus on creating a godly community, to change it to
“beyond me” (It would give them a little more room on the billboard as well.)
My point is multi-faceted, but perhaps
I can entreat your brain cells with
the following concerning multitasking with an additional credible quote
from the technology iWorld, ﬁnishing
off with a sweeping statement that will
blow your mind and change your daily
lives: Did you know that your IQ decreases 10 points during multitasking?
Now take that, efﬁciency! Not only
will I forget that Bible verse after a few
weeks and have too many ideas jumbling in my mind about Wordsworth,
but I am being less of a friend to that
voice at the other end of the line by,
quantitively speaking, 10 points. In
2004, Lisa Kleinman’s abstract to her
article “Connecting with the absent

BY EMILY RHUDE
COLUMNIST
While recently enjoying an evening
bike ride across campus, I heard the
sound of something barking. When I
looked back, I saw it was not an excitable dog, but a man. Yes, some guy
was barking at me and he was not
supporting me in my push for more
speed. Flabbergasted and emboldened by endorphins, I shouted, “Did
you just bark at me? I am not an animal! Keep it to yourself!” and sped
away, not realizing this man may have
just had a strange afﬁnity for animal
noises.
Cat calling or “street calling,” the
new politically correct term (who

wants to be compared to a furry
animal that comes whenever summoned?), isn’t a thing of the past. This
past summer I was leered, hollered,
whistled and barked at, and issued
some obscene gestures and comments
regarding my body parts. Is this twisted form of validation supposed to ﬂatter me? Usually after such encounters
a confusing sense of violation occurs,
accompanied by a desire to stand under a curve-dissolving shower before
putting on a turtleneck. I am fairly
sure this does not fall under the category of ﬂattery.
Street calling has manifested itself
in many ways, not to mention become a huge problem. Thankfully,
some people are starting to speak out
against it. The groping of passengers
on subways in major cities is now
such a widespread problem that ad
campaigns are being launched in protest (usually after a lot of pressure to
do so).
Additionally, the leering at and

touching of other passengers on public transportation in Tokyo has caused
parts of the city to designate buses or
subway cars as women- or men-only.
Many women and men alike have
created Web sites such as “HollabackNyc,” which encourages people
to take pictures of street harassers
and post them on the Internet. Take
that, creepers!
Listen: Street calling is not a compliment. Hollering at strangers may
seem like a harmless pseudo-ﬂattering act, but it is considered sexual harassment. The act reﬂects the notion
that it is OK to voice in any context
the idea that men and women exist
solely as sexual beings.
Street calling and similar forms of
sexual harassment infringe on the
most basic right of all: the simple right
to exist. It should not be a luxury for
a woman to ride a bike or for a man to
play soccer without being howled at (I
am admittedly guilty of the latter).
Understandably, the normal reaction to being subjected to the demeaning remarks or gestures of the
opposite sex is to be shocked and
speechless, but people need to be
called out. Whenever you are a victim
of street calling, make sure to speak
up. The last thing any leering person
expects is to be acknowledged and
confronted. You have the right to
leave your house, wearing and doing
whatever you want without the fear of
being harassed, baby.

letters to the editor
I don’t know how you feel about the
football team, but if I had to guess,
you probably don’t think much of us.
It’s really not all your fault for being
misinformed because I suspect that
we haven’t done much to help our
case.
But perception is a funny thing:
a man toils his whole life for something, repeatedly gets thrown in prison, and dies alone and broke? What
would you think of that man? Would
you call him a loser, think he wasted
his life?
The apostle Paul seemingly spent
half the New Testament in different prisons, had more enemies than
friends, and was martyred far from
home. Some might call that a wasted
life. But we know this isn’t the truth:
Paul lived a life of excellence and was

BY JENNA MCCULLOUGH
COLUMNIST

presence: pervasive technology use
and effects on community” highlights
main concerns that are shared by
many of Taylor’s leaders, faculty, and
students and the “Christian community” at large. She paraphrases, “This research investigates how the pervasive
use of technology by an individual in
the physical presence of group members affects community level. When
technology use occurs, the individual
can become an absent presence to the
group-removing themselves from the
context of shared group behaviors to
become involved in a virtual world
that is not available to those around
them. Depending on group norms, this
individual use of technology signals a
particular social message and has implications for how the group interacts.
Community is used as the measure of
interest because of its relationship with
other variables such as social trust, decision-making ability, and learning.”
I suppose if you choose to multitask,
you will be unconsciously doing more
than you ever dreamed by contributing to the destruction of social trust,
making poor decisions, and failing to
truly learn anything worthwhile which
does affect everyone else’s learning in
discussion-based classroom settings.
Why not pull out those headphones,
put the cell phone away, and perhaps
say “hello” to some passers-by or giggle with a friend on the way to class?
Subconsciously speaking, the power of
our community will greatly increase,
allowing us to exist, for at least a few
years, in a Christian environment that
is pleasing to our Lord. It’s a small
sacriﬁce with more than abundant results. Take one for the team.

honored by God beyond his wildest
imagination. Those who saw a wasted life couldn’t see otherwise because
they didn’t know the faith, the work,
the belief behind those prison doors.
I believe that how you view the
football team as a whole is probably
predicated on the actions of a few.
Though you’ll ﬁnd a few guys who’ve
made mistakes, most are trying to
live right. We get involved in Special
Olympics, meet with community kids
to hang out, and invest in the guys we
live with.
Do you see it? Guys break ﬁngers,
fracture ribs, pull muscles — foolishness to some. But we do it because
we love our game, love the discipline
excellence requires, ﬁnd lessons in
experiences you’ll never see.
I make no excuses for my actions

while at Taylor, and I make none for
my teammates. We’re imperfect men
who live to glorify the name of Jesus
— names on the front and back of jerseys fade, but Jesus’ blood doesn’t.
These men aren’t my friends, they’re
my brothers. We’re not here to impress you, we don’t need your empathy over past records. Thankfully God
doesn’t deal with my life on the basis
of wins and losses; I’d be a loser in
the end for sure.
We have a new outlook for a new
year — do you? On Saturday at 7
p.m., we will play at Anderson University; words can’t describe the feeling of seeing all of you turn out in the
purple and gold shaking Anderson’s
stands. We want your support, we
need your support. Let us earn it.

Junior Nick Davis
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V-ball coasts to win in Trojan Challenge
By Jordyn Knight
Staff Writer

Football

Upcoming games:
7 p.m. Sat 9/06 at Anderson U.
1 p.m. Sat 9/13 at Olivet Nazarene
1 p.m. Sat 9/20 at St. Francis

Cross Country

(Men)
Upcoming meets:
4 p.m. Fri 9/5 Purdue Invitational *
10 a.m. Sat 9/13 TU Invitational
3 p.m. Fri 9/19 v. Little State at I.U.
(Women)
Upcoming meets:
10 a.m. Sat 9/13 TU Invitational
2:30 p.m. Fri 9/19 v. Little State at
I.U.

Soccer

(Men 1-2)
L ,6-2 at Grandview*
L, 4-2 at McKendree *
W, 5-2 v. Georgetown*
Upcoming games:
4 p.m. Fri v. Judson
4 p.m. Sat v. Devenport
Tues 7 p.m. at Indiana Tech
(Women 0-2)
L, 1-0 v. Indiana Tech
L, 3-2 at Cedarville
Upcoming games:
6 p.m. Sat at Trine
4 p.m. Wed at Illinois Tech

Tennis

(Men, 3,0)
W, 7-1 at Cedarville
W, 8-1 at Ohio Dominican
W, 8-1 v. Grace *
Upcoming games:
10:30 a.m. Sat at Goshen
3 p.m. Tues v. Indiana
Wesleyan
12 p.m. Thurs at Olivet
(Women 2-0)
Cancelled at Cedarville
W, 5-4 at Ohio Dominican
W, 5-4 at Grace *
Upcoming games:
4 p.m. Thurs v. Anderson
3 p.m. Tues at IWU
12 p.m. Thurs at Olivet

Volleyball

(7-1)
W, 3-0 v. Ohio Dominican
W, 3-1 v. Inllinois Tech
W, 3-0 v. Travecca Nazarene
W, 3-0 v. St. Francis (IL)
Upvoming games:
6 p.m., Thurs at St. Joseph’s Coll.
(IN)
7 p.m. Wed at GOshen
(Home games in bold)
* denotes MCC match

After returning from the UM-Dearborn Earlybird Challenge, the Lady
Trojan volleyball team (7-1) played
well on their home court during Taylor’s own Trojan Challenge last weekend.
For the ﬁrst time this season, the
Trojans competed in a gym packed
with purple pride as they scored a victory in the champion match Saturday
afternoon.
“It was a great experience for our
freshmen to get a taste of the awesome
Taylor fans who give us a huge home
court advantage,” senior captain Jenny Peterson said.
Facing solid competition, the Trojans opened the tournament Friday
afternoon with a three-game win over
Ohio Dominican University. Meeting
the Panthers on the court for the second time this season, the Trojans once
again came out on top.
The style of play remained constant
during the ﬁrst match as both teams
kept the score tight during the majority
of play. With a late run of points each
time, the Trojans outscored the Panthers and walked away with the win.
The team saw remarkable freshmen
performances as Kelsey Pritchard and
Bethany Beck led the team with 11 and
10 kills respectively, and Betsy Brown
led the offense with 28 assists.
“There were several people that really stepped up showing the amazing
talents that God blessed them with,
and how they will be able to be huge
contributors to our team the rest of the
season,” senior Lindsey Bayle said.
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Freshman Bethany Beck, senior Katie Madis, sophomore Terra White
and senior Lindsey Bayle celebrate their win against Illinois Tech.
The competition continued Friday
evening against Illinois Tech, where
the Trojan offense stumbled in the ﬁrst
game. However, near the end of the
game, the Trojans revitalized their attack and increased their level of play.
Winning the next two games, the
Trojans entered game four and quickly
gained the lead. The Hawks brought the
game to a tie mid-way through when
sophomore Jackie Geile anchored the
team with eight straight points, leading to a solid win.
Back on the court Saturday, Geile
continued her impressive performance as the Trojans faced Trevecca
Nazarene University and walked away
with a 3-0 victory. Fixing minor hitting
errors early in game one, the Trojans
held off TNU and gathered their forth
straight win. Assisting the wins, freshman Betsy Brown led the team with 10
digs.
The Trojans ﬁnished with a threegame sweep during the championship
match against St. Francis Saturday afternoon. Securing the lead during the

ﬁrst two games, the Trojans remained
conﬁdent as the ﬁnal game resulted in
a 26-24 triumph, thanks to a timely
kill by Beck. Beck led the team with
nine kills during the match. The Trojans recorded only 11 hitting errors
and scored a .250 hitting percentage.
Both Peterson and Geile were named
to the All-Tournament team. Peterson
ﬁnished with 23 kills and 11 blocks and
Geile tallied 30 kills, nine aces, 50 digs,
and seven blocks.
“We can draw from these successes
when we come against stronger teams
in coming weeks,” Peterson said.
Trojan Head Coach Brittany Smith
is encouraged by her team’s early success.
“We showed we could compete at a
high level consistently, especially when
we beat St. Francis in three games,
even though we are a young team,”
Smith said. “We saw a lot of improvement from the weekend before, and
we’re continuing to add versatility in
our attack.”

achieve after graduation.
Graduation rate, for Korfmacher, is
also very important. His goal, he told
supporters in a letter to alumni, is to
graduate 20 or more seniors annually.
His inﬂuence on their future begins
now, and this season’s schedule will
prove to be “a real challenge,” he said.
The senior players are an important
aspect to preparing the team for the
upcoming competition and have done
“a good job with leadership,” he said.
There are four things Korfmacher expects from everyone, seniors and otherwise. He simply wants each player
on the team to hustle, prepare, execute
and compete. He sees each player as
a important piece to the overall unit,
“like a body with many parts,” he said.
As the opening game approaches,
Korfmacher is conﬁdent in the team
and eager to see them compete.
“What we have to stand on is a united front,” he said. “I’m pleased with
what we have.”
Senior tight end Jeff Goodman attests to team spirit and the hard work
they’ve put in so far. “Practices are
difﬁcult. Mentally we learn a lot, and
physically, we have conditioned more
than we ever have since I’ve been
here,” he said. Working to create the
right team chemist and strategy is a
group of “well-seasoned” coaches that
have a “sense of good stability and experience,” Korfmacher said. Serving
as offensive coordinator will be Greg

Wolfe, who has spent three years at
Taylor coaching wide receivers. Dale
Liston Perine will serve as the linebacker coach, and Pete Demerest, who
played safety and linebacker at Taylor,
will be the defensive coordinator. Serving at the offensive line will be Mike
Miley, who will enter his 39th year of
coaching. Tony Kijanko, with 34 years
coaching experience, will serve the defensive line.
Even with such an experienced staff
of coaches, Goodman says the team
views this season with fresh eyes. “This
is a new team, a new season, and we
have a completely new mindset,” he
said.
The ‘new team’ of Trojans will kickoff their season tomorrow night at Anderson at 7 p.m.
“Everyone is looking forward to this
Anderson game more than any years
past since I have been here,” Goodman
said. “It will be exciting and competitive, and we are extremely conﬁdent in
the tools and resources Coach Korf has
provided us with in the short amount
of time he had to do so.”
The team will approach the season
with optimism.
“This season is about heart, passion, and leadership,” Goodman said.
“We are all on ﬁre and excited, because Coach Korf has the program on
the right track for success as a football
program, and more importantly, for
men of God.”

New year, new look: Korfmacher tackles role as Trojans coach
By Carrie Bragg
Sports Editor

In mid-June, Ron Korfmacher was
on a trip in Boston and was completely
unaware that back at Taylor, former
head football coach James Bell had
just resigned.
When he returned, Korfmacher received word of the news. Shortly after,
he began interviewing with the athletic
department and with Provost Steve
Bedi for the position of head coach.
After having spent 23 years as an assistant coach at the collegiate level, Korfmacher was awarded the position.
On June 12, he held his ﬁrst meeting with senior players. The following weekend, he met with 11 of the 15
freshman players, on campus for New
Student Orientation, and on Aug. 18,
Korfmacher held his ﬁrst ofﬁcial practice as head coach.
Korfmacher’s previous position at
Taylor included working as a liaison
to support the recruitment efforts of
Taylor coaches. This position, he said,
is what he had been “pouring [himself]
into” when “a door opened unexpectedly” to return to Taylor football.
In the years prior, he had served
as an assistant coach to former head
coaches Law (‘83-’90), Carlson (‘90’93), Wilt (‘93-’05), and most recently,
James Bell in 2006.
He began work with Taylor football
directly out of college, having graduated from Taylor in 1983 with a degree
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Coach Korfmacher speaks to players during practice on August 25.
in business administration. During is a man’s faith and future,” he said.
Korfmacher’s emphasis on faith has
his undergrad experience, he was a
quarterback for the Trojans and was a already been soaked up by his players,
including junior defensive back Pagel
three-year letterman.
In 1990, Korfmacher received a Williams.
“One of the great things about Coach
master’s degree from Ball State University in executive development for K is his desire to see us grow closer to
the Lord. He has daily impressed upon
public service.
Service, Korfmacher says, “is the us the need to honor God through
way of greatness.” One of his goals for prayer and thanksgiving,” Williams
this year is for his team to be known said.
As a coach, Korfmacher understands
for their execution and effort on the
ﬁeld and for their excellence and ser- the formative power football can have
on his players’ personal development
vice off the ﬁeld.
To reach his goal, Korfmacher will and future. To emphasize this concept,
“return to the fundamentals,” both in a depth chart hangs above the TV in
the game of football and in the way of the football ofﬁces which displays the
names of past players who have gone
faith.
“Faith is rooted in a relationship on to do great things. The purpose of
with Christ. I want to coach in a man- the chart is to encourage players to
ner that teaches that football is impor- think with a “beyond-Taylor-football
tant, but ultimately what really matters mentality” and on to what they can

Giant expectations: NFL thoughts
AFC predictions

NFC predictions

By Andrew Neel

By David Yurkanin

I love fall. Every year, without fail,
it brings three of my favorite things:
leaves changing colors, awkward freshman interactions and the NFL season.
Instead of predicting division winners or records for the upcoming season, I’m going to tell you which teams
will get the most buzz. That, and I’ll
predict the AFC’s Super Bowl contestant, of course.
Patriots: Cameras follow these guys
like Bill Belichick follows the opposing team’s cameras. They might have
another perfect season in them, so get
ready to hear the 19-0 talk again.
Steelers: Like his London namesake, Big Ben always seems to draw a
crowd. With Willie Parker behind him,
Ben could give Pittsburgh a shot at a
conference title.
Colts: C’mon. You can’t possibly be
sick of Peyton yet.
Super Bowl: Chargers. About time.

Yeah, I’m ready for some football.
Thanks for asking.
The NFC is wide-open this year, as
a number of teams have the pieces in
place to rise to the top. I’m going to
preview the best team from each division and predict the NFC’s Super Bowl
representative.
(North) Packers – Look for Aaron
Rodgers to fall right into place. Green
Bay is good enough to handle the controversy.
(South) Saints – After a disappointing 2007, Saints will be lights-out this
year.
(East) Cowboys – Still the best in
the NFC, Dallas will make its way back
to the playoffs with homeﬁeld advantage.
(West) Cardinals – Yeah, that’s
right. Arizona. Facing other mediocre
teams, it will edge out the division.
Super Bowl: Dallas. I’m an Eagles
fan, so it hurts to say. But it’s true.

Co-Editor in Chief
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Would you ever go bungee jumping?

Sport: Women’s Tennis singles and doubles
Undergrad Year: Junior
Age: 21
Residence: Olson
Hometown: St. Louis, Missouri
Major: Business Management
What place would you most like to visit? France. I’ve
studied it so long but have never been there.
Can you play a musical instrument? I’ve played piano
for a long time – 8 years.
Would you ever go bungee jumping? Yes. In a heartbeat. Skydiving? Oh, yeah!
Favorite meal at the D.C.: If I can, I like to make
chicken quesadillas at the Mexi-Hut. That’s a staple.
Special talent: I have really fast reﬂexes, so I’m very
good at Egyptian Rat-screw (a card game). I never lose.
Favorite food: Peanut Butter. There was a time, my
sophomore year, when I would eat a whole can a week.
Summer or winter: Summer, for sure.
Most embarrassing moment: Well, I’m on CREW. One
time I was giving a tour, and there was a curb, and I
didn’t see it. I fell backward in front of everyone.
What’s the craziest thing you’ve ever done? I went
white-water rafting, and I did this thing called “riding the
bull.” I sat in the front of the raft with my feet out front
and rode that way down the river. It was such a rush; I
couldn’t stop laughing.
In 5 years, what kind of person do you want to be?
Someone who dedicated my life and work to serving
others and the Lord. I’d love to be able to have traveled.

“Yes. In a heartbeat.”

